
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                       MAY 3, 2015 
  
FIFTH  SUNDAY  OF   EASTER 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 104 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, I am harassed by a conclusion which comes to 
me as “I am not enough, and am not doing enough.”  It is 
hostile and aggressive, accusatory and shaming.  I have this 
idea that I am innately something other than this conclusion, 
and that I should be able to move beyond it and operate in the 
world without it affecting me.  I am able to achieve this idea 
only occasionally, and only for short periods of time.  I believe 
this is so because my idea about what is innate in me is flawed. 
The conclusion that harasses me may not be innate in the 
sense of being inborn, but it is innate in the sense of being an 
essential characteristic of the person I have become.  This is 
something I do not want to accept.  I want this conclusion to go 
away, for it to no longer bother and influence me.  I think you 
are not likely to support this.  I believe you will support the 
desire to feel for myself having such a conclusion as an integral 
part of the person I am.  I resist carrying this conclusion in my 
awareness because of the guilt and fear I feel when I attempt 
to do so.  As a result I am often surprised when the conclusion 
unexpectedly intrudes and lays claim to me as a truth. 

  
Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
Assurance of Pardon 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – John 15:1-8 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 527 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
         
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 249 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY     10:00  Worship 
        11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
        11:20  Conversation 
        12:00  Lunch Bunch 
MONDAY      1:00  Centering Prayer, at church 
 

Lectionary Readings for May 10, 2015 
Acts 10:44-48; Psalm 98; 1 John 5:1-6; John 15:9-17 

F.Y.I. 
 Donations to the relief effort in Nepal can be made through 
the church.  Make your check out to this church, and mark the 
memo as “Nepal.”  The money will be sent to the Presbyterian 
Disaster Assistance, and will go to Nepal relief and not to the 
general fund of PDA. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Richard Egan. 
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Pastor: Jim Robie                  [C] 291-8489 

 

We are a community that gathers in an attitude of 
reverence directed toward God. 

 
Reverence is a feeling of deep respect and devotion, of 
profound awe, of admiration and esteem and honor, 

of gratitude. 
 

This feeling arises from the experience of knowing that 
it is not possible to be separate from the welcoming and 
embracing presence of God, who is with us in anything 

and everything that life brings us, always accepting how 
we feel and what we think, always working to help us 
inhabit what is true for us, always helping us fashion 

the most fully human response possible for us as 
concerns what our life contains. 

 
If you are able to enter this worship experience in a 
reverential manner, you are encouraged to immerse 

yourself in the experience. 
 

If you are not able to do so, you are encouraged to 
consider that being truthful to your experience is a way 
of showing reverence to God who invites you to explore 
the value of the way you feel in your life and about your 

life.  You are also invited to ponder with us our 
conceptions about God, looking for more adequate 
ways to understand God and how God personally 

companions and supports us in all things. 
 

Welcome!

http://www.faithpresbyterianrp.org/


Fifth  Sunday  of Easter [John 15:1-8] 
 God is continuously working to bring us the fullest human life 
possible for us. To this end God takes delight in and supports our 
enjoying the aspects of our life in which we take delight, and in 
addition God assists us in engaging the aspects of our life which 
are problematic and trying for us. The aspect of God we call Christ 
gets under our skin and labors to sustain in our awareness any 
feelings and thoughts which are difficult for us to process yet are 
also important for us to assimilate and embrace. Our being open 
to receiving and exploring the thoughts and feelings which Christ 
sustains and unpacks within us is a good way to understand the 
idea of “bearing fruit” which is presented in this text. 
 Every time the word “fruit” appears in this text it is a Greek 
word meaning “fruit [as plucked] literally or figuratively.” The root 
of this word is the verb “to seize,” from a root “to take for 
oneself, i.e. to prefer,” from a root “to lift up, take up.” The roots 
do not refer to a “thing” but to the act of “picking or selecting” it. 
The word fruit is not being used literally, as something we would 
eat; it is being used metaphorically or figuratively. The question 
then becomes: To what is the word “fruit” referring?  I suggest it 
is referring to what and who we innately are. The word “innate” 
refers to something possessed as an essential characteristic, 
something essential to the nature, character, or constitution of 
the person we are. Who we are innately is not something fixed, 
but is something we are in the process of discovering on the 
journey with God. All our life God will help us discern who we 
innately are by helping us take seriously who we think we are, 
want to be, should be and need to be, and then helping us see 
through and behind these to notice something additional. Who 
we innately are is someone who is disclosed to us by looking 
carefully at who we think we are and keeping an open mind. We 
are all familiar with the idea “this is who I am,” the idea being that 
who we are is fixed. This is a deception. Who we are is dynamic 
and changing in the sense of expanding, and God invites us to 
remain open to being surprised. God encourages us to “seize” the 
insights and perceptions [fruit] that come to us. Said differently, 
we are asked to “bear” this fruit, the word “bear” meaning “to 

bear” in the sense of “to carry.” The only way this would make 
sense is to think of “bearing fruit” as referring to carrying in our 
awareness who we innately are, to be conscious of it in the sense 
of knowing and noticing it and how it impacts us. Using the roots 
of the word “bear”—to “bear fruit” would mean “to seize, take 
hold of, the insights regarding whatever and whoever we are, to 
take them up as our own and prefer them, to lift them up” and in 
this way to become familiar with who we are, come to understand 
who we are, interact with who we are, and make use of who we 
are. 
 The image in the text is that of Christ as the vine and us as the 
branches. If we abide in the vine we will bear much fruit. To make 
sense out of this I suggest we return to the season of Christmas 
and remember that the birth of Christ in us is the appearance of a 
mind that does not moralize on us, a mind that does not scrutinize 
and evaluate who we are in terms of whether the different parts 
of us are correct or not. The birth of Christ begins the building of 
an internal environment in which we are not judged and criticized. 
When we are able to abide [“stay,” in Greek] in this non-
judgmental environment we will find that who we actually and 
innately are will surface in our awareness and remain there for us 
to get acquainted with, and eventually live from.  
 However, this rarely goes smoothly or easily. The result is that 
we are not able to bear/carry in our awareness the person we are 
and explore it. When this occurs the text says: “… [God] removes 
every branch…that does not bear fruit.” The word “removes” 
means: “to lift up; by implication, to take up; to expiate sin.” 
“Expiate” means “to make amends for.” “Amends” means “to 
change for the better, to improve; to remove the faults or errors 
in, to correct.” The word implies improvement through alteration 
or correction. When we cannot bear fruit [carry who we are in our 
awareness] God takes on the work of making amends by 
improving or correcting our situation in that God removes what 
gets in the way of our bearing fruit. I think that means that God 
alters the environment in which we are living, making it acceptable 
for us to be judgmental and critical of the person we are. Our 
being judgmental becomes the focus, the object of God’s 



compassion. There is no judgment for being judgmental; there is 
acceptance of our being judged and of us as judging, and 
sympathy is offered for the consequences of this being so. As we 
notice we have left the internal environment where we are not 
judged and notice that we are again judgmental, we will find that 
the non-judging environment will return and we will again begin 
to “carry” who we are in our awareness, only this time who we 
are will be someone who is judgmental and self-critical. As we 
notice how true this is, we will begin to appreciate the impact on 
us of being judgmental. In this way the internal environment 
Christ builds returns. 
 This graceful internal environment is truly like a vine which 
nourishes and sustains us in the face of the critical and 
judgmental environment we inherited. As we connect to it and 
abide in it we are allowed to know about and own the person we 
are. As we abide in this vine and begin to bear fruit [hold in our 
awareness the person we are] we find we are “cleansed” and 
“pruned” so as to bear more fruit [hold more of who we are in our 
awareness]. The idea in both “cleanse” and “prune” is that 
something is improved through alteration or correction [what is 
altered and corrected is the understanding of who we are that has 
been in our awareness]. The longer we abide in the graceful 
acceptance offered to us, the more we are able to know and own 
who we are and the more the biases in our upbringing are 
corrected. Apart from this appreciative internal environment we 
wither in that we are left with evaluations and judgments from 
our past. However, as we are connected to this appreciative 
internal environment our life deepens and becomes full. I believe 
it is accurate to say that apart from being connected to this 
internal environment we can do nothing when it comes to the 
fullness of our own life. 
 God is relentless in pursuit of our bearing fruit, our 
bearing/carrying in mind the reality of who we actually and 
innately are. In verse 6 it is written: “Whoever does not abide in 
me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are 
gathered, thrown into the fire and burned.” The English 
translation of this makes it sound like a threat of punishment. It 

isn’t. It is a description of what happens when we are not able to 
abide in this graceful internal environment: we begin to feel the 
withering such separation creates. The word translated as 
“withers” is the Greek word meaning “to desiccate,” meaning “to 
dry out thoroughly.” The same word also means “to mature.” 
Apart from a connection to this appreciative internal environment 
we do dry up in that we are consumed by judgment and the lack of 
appreciation [“consume” is another meaning for the Greek word 
translated as “burned”]. Paradoxically, experiences like this 
“mature” us in that they make us long for the grace which God 
offers, and receptive to being welcomed and appreciated, and 
open to receiving it. If we are seeking to be appreciated and to 
appreciate who we actually and innately are, and want to 
bear/carry that in our awareness, we may ask for whatever we 
determine is necessary, and God will cause it to be. 

 [Jim Robie, 4-30-15, Cycle B, John 15:1-8] 

 


